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Stepping into the world of social 
impact design means stepping up to 
a future you are helping to shape.

Look at the world through the lens of 
art and design for social impact.

See critical issues that are hap-
pening now. Witness how they are 
affecting people all over the world. 
Immerse yourself in a project, take 
one great idea, translate it into an
actionable solution.

The Designmatters Department is 
a key educational resource that
partners with every discipline we 
teach at the college. It’s challenging, 
it’s relevant, and it’s going on every 
day at Art Center.



PUBLIC POLICY

Here’s where you will be trained in tactics 

and tools to learn effective advocacy and 

mobilization techniques. It’s where you 

will also master a general understanding of 

government entities and policy drivers that 

define critical decision-making and lead to 

action/inaction in the public realm.

GLOBAL HEALTHCARE

In this area, you will gain broad knowledge 

about health issues for populations in a global 

context. You will be immersed in studio 

assignments and projects that will be oriented 

toward reducing global health disparities and 

learn about the interconnectivity between 

health access and issues of economic and 

gender equity.

The study of art and design for social impact through 
Designmatters is built on a foundation of 4 core 
themes. These are effective lenses to engage with. 
Think of them as 4 doors you will walk through when 
you participate in the Designmatters program.

CORE THEMES



1 THE DESIGNMATTERS PROGRAM:
STUDIOS AND SPECIAL PROJECTS

Whatever your discipline at Art Center is, you 

will find an ongoing listing of elective upper-

term studio courses and special projects that 

are facilitated through the department that 

you can participate in. DM courses often will 

fulfill your TDS requirements. These courses 

offer always immersive, project-based briefs 

that will give you the opportunity to encounter 

local, national, and global issues head-on, 

with real partners and clients. 

2 The Designmatters Concentration in
Art and Design for Social Impact

If you are passionate about social impact design 

and want to master a toolkit of skills and 

strategies that can help you navigate the 

complex dynamics of working with communities 

and designing for social change, consider the 

Designmatters Concentration. 

You can declare the Designmatters Concentration 

after your third term.  

The Designmatters Concentration is a course 

of study that includes 7 required courses (for 

a total of 21 units) that you can customize to 

meet your educational goals. 

Seek advisement with your Chair and the 

Designmatters Department to learn more 

about the unique opportunities that the 

Concentration offers.  

HOW TO 
GET INVOLVED
TWO WAYS TO ENGAGE

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

This is where you will come away with 

a general understanding of the multiple 

and interrelated global issues that impact 

sustainability at the environmental, social 

and economic levels.

SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Here you will be mentored to develop into 

responsible leaders who will go on to create 

value for organizations and communities. 

You will become adept at foundational 

business and managerial skills in the arena 

of social innovation and learn how to 

contribute to a marketplace where profits 

make social sense. 



SELECT PARTNERS

For more information about Designmatters 

visit our website: artcenter.edu/designmatters

contact Mariana Amatullo

 mariana.amatullo@artcenter.edu

 Elisa Ruffino

 elisa.ruffino@artcenter.edu

Designmatters is a platform that invites you to take 

action for your world through your education at Art 

Center. Along with Department Chairs and Faculty, 

we are here to guide you through a meaningful journey.


